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February 10, 1958

Dr, lLyman B, Jackson, Jean
College of sgriculturs

The Pennsylvania 3tate University
University Park, Pennsylvanis

Deayr Dean Jackson:

I havs your letua ol the 5th inguiring about Dr, Howgas. I will
be happy to angwar yowr gusstions to Lhe best of ay ability., I have
kaosn him Tor alsosi tan yeara zad can recali vnat I had 3 very high
lxpression of nlz abilities 33 3 student. He appsared then and appears
now t be a very well organized parscn and I would summarize ay over-
ell izpressions by the thought that he was indeed born to be a depurt-
meatal chalraai.

I havs to remers thal our scientiiic latersst has not overlapped
to any cvasiderabls sileub dver Lhe pust assvaral yssrs. He has 25 you
know cesn prixmarily responsivle fir tns later-rsglonal pstaw rescarch
projsct. although the uspartment of genstics has thae responsibility
for tautl uctivity, or. Huugss! vwa srofsssional interssts have lsanad
aore torards plant paticlogye. He has in any cuse bsan more intimstely
corcerned with administraidve duties thun with researsh by his own hands.
Lespite the wission to which he has bean dedicaisd in recent yesrs, I
belisve tial b€ has a funcaaental respect o basic ressarch amd thad
"if this wers his mission and hs had the opportanity hs woull sncourage
a balanced program. 1 do suspect that such 3 program woulu teni to lean
towarde applied research but this would depend to a large extent on his
colleagues.

My own description of his relationships with his collsaguss would
be oanly a paraphrase of your question. He does indead huve & very healthy
measure of personal ambition and drive but this has in no instance Lmpaired
his very frisndly working relationships with his own staff and with other
members of the departament,

The best way that I can answer your gquestion with regard to his
qualifications for your appointamsnt would be that many members of this
department will be very sorry if he leaves. This is trus even despite the
fact that his professional orientation 1s rather more favorable for botany
and plant pathology than it is evea in genetica.
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I see no reason why my remarks should be withheld from anyone who
has a legitimate interest in theam.

Perhaps you had consulted me precisely bscause I was not so immedi-
ately involved in Dr. Hougas' activities. I am sure that Dr. Grun in
the same department must bs very well acquainted with Hougas both from a
sclentifie and administrative point of view on account of their mutual
interest in the devalopment of Solanum. Professor Brink of the genetics
department would probably be best able to assess his professional guali-
fications as a scisntist. My own considered view is that he would be very
well (uallfisd indeed for a sclentific administrative position in the 1light
of the experience that he has had with the inter-regional potato project
here.

Yours sincerely,

Joahua Lederbﬁrg _
Profezsor of Hedical Genetics
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